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This talk provides a broader historical and theoretical context for
academic and policy debates on rising powers. It takes the current case
of China’s rise and the United States’ response to it as a primary
example, but looks also back to the most recent — albeit often neglected
— historical case of an established power ‘meeting’ a rising power: the
United States’ response to ‘rising Japan’ over the 1980s.

Nicola Nymalm is an Associate Senior Lecturer/Assistant Professor in War
Studies at the Swedish Detence University (FHS) and an associate research
fellow at the Swedish Institute of International Affairs (UI). Her research
interests include relations between ‘established’ and ‘emerging” powers drawing
from critical approaches to IR, IPE, security, and military studies. She is the
author of From Japan Problem’to ‘China Threat’? (Palgrave Macmillan, 2020),
and her previous work has appeared in journals such as /nternational Political
Sociology, International Studies Review, Review of International Studies, and

Journal of International Relations and Development.
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